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THE                                    MARCH  2021           

                              Of Tsawwassen United Church                                                             

              

Dear TUC Friends! 

Thank you for the opportunity to come back for a second period of pastoral leadership during Rev. Dan 

Kirkegaard’s medical leave. I have been in touch with Rev. Dan is recent days - his knee surgery was 

successful, he’s now back home and he is already making good progress towards recovery. It is good to be 

working again with Laurie, Ron and Jeff, your staff team.  

Thank you particularly to Lynne and Laurie for preparing the March newsletter for us – it is always so 

informative and raises our spirits and this issue is no exception! As you’ll see, planning is well underway for a 

range of Holy Week and Easter services, some held jointly with our friends at Ladner United Church, and I 

hope you find opportunities to participate in these services as you are able. Thank you to all who are offering 

their time and energy to bring them to us at home, either on YouTube or by Zoom. We will miss being all 

together this Easter, but we hope to see many of you in person as you drive by and drop off financial donations 

on Easter Saturday morning in support of Backpack Buddies. 

We all have more on our minds than usual this Lent and it easy to forget that Lent is less about us – about our 

own concerns and what we commit to do or to give up – than it is about Jesus, and what he has done for us. It 

is a time to remind ourselves of the journey to Jerusalem, the Messiah who came riding on a donkey – who 

died for us on a cross and who rose from the dead three days later. We will hear the Passion story again and 

cannot help but be moved by Jesus’s suffering and death and also inspired by the new life that is revealed in 

the resurrection. It is a time when, out of the darkness, new light and life will emerge. And so, may it be for 

us, as we too slowly emerge from the dark times of the pandemic; may we all experience new life, both in our 

own lives and in the life of this community. 

One of the favourite Scripture verses we have heard in recent weeks 

is “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life” 

(John 3:16). Let us keep God’s self-gift and promise in our thoughts 

and minds, not only in Lent but in our lives in the months ahead. 

Wishing you and your loved ones a blessed Easter – be safe and well! 

Philip 

Philip Francis 

Pastoral Supply Minister 

Email: philipfrancisTUC@gmail.com 

Cell: (604) 889-8416 

Office: (604) 943-2911 
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From Palm Branches to Easter Rising  
Holy Week Worship Services & Events 

 
 
Holy Week is fast approaching, and we are planning a range of services and community events to celebrate 

this most significant week of the Church year. Some of these plans are still being finalized as we adjust to the 

guidelines of the BC Health Authorities and United Church Pacific Region and we will let you know of any 

changes. We have all missed seeing each other in recent months and we are making greater use of Zoom this 

year so that we can meet on the screen all at the same time – including our first ever “Virtual Coffee Hour” 

after Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday morning worships. 

 

 

Palm Sunday:  Sunday 28th March. We will be worshipping at 10 a.m. on 

Zoom. Please have available a small branch of cedar, palm, or other greenery to 

show us on screen as we celebrate Jesus’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem (John 

12: 12-16). Please stay afterwards if you can for virtual coffee hour - a chance to 

meet and greet old friends and share news. Bring a coffee and come and enjoy a 

time of fellowship! 

 

 

 

Wednesday 31st 9 a.m. Please join us on Zoom for the final session of Wednesday 

morning Lenten Prayers. We will consider God’s call to “ordinary people” (page 36 of 

the Lenten Devotional “Steadfast Love”). 

 

 

 

Maundy Thursday: April 1st: The TUC congregation are 

hosting an evening service at 7 p.m. with our friends from Ladner United Church, on 

Zoom. Led by Philip Francis and Rev. Lydia Ruenzel, this service of scripture, 

reflection and prayer, offers an opportunity to experience John’s account of the last 

Supper (John 13) in a new and meaningful way. 

 

 

 

 

Good Friday: April 2nd: 10 a.m. Ladner United Church will be hosting a Good Friday 

service on Zoom, led by Rev. Lydia Ruenzel. The TUC congregation is invited to 

attend and participate. Further details to follow. 

 

 

OUTREACH Drive-by: 

Easter Saturday: Saturday April 3, 10:30am - 12:00. Share your 

smile with us! Drive by TUC for an Easter surprise and a chance to 

support Backpack Buddies (see separate announcement). 
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Easter Sunday: April 4th – 7 a.m. Easter morning Sunrise service in the garden: 

please bring a bell. Lynne Meinert and friends are leading this traditional service of song, 

scripture and prayer. Pre-registration required by telephone/email to Lynne – if 

registrations exceed 10 people, a second service will be held at 8 a.m. Further details to 

follow. 

 

 

 

Easter Sunday Worship: Sing hallelujah! Join us for a joyful service of 

scripture and hymn-singing, pre-recorded for viewing on YouTube at 10 

a.m. This will be a service of Holy Communion. We will be holding our 

first “Virtual Coffee Hour” on Zoom at 11 a.m. for a chance to meet and 

greet old friends and share news. Bring a coffee and come and enjoy a time 

of fellowship! 

 

 

 

 

Annual General Meeting, zoom style. March 7th, 2021 
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If possible please take beverage containers (pop, water, juice, alcohol) to 
the Tsawwassen  Return It Depot and ask for the deposit to be put into 
Tsawwassen United Outreach account.    Every little bit helps the church 
and at the same time supports a viable business. The Depot is kept clean 
and covid safety measures are in place.  Early Mid week mornings are 
the quietest time to attend.  The depot also accepts household batteries, 
paint cans, light bulbs and fixtures and now plastic bags.   

 

Thank you to all who have contributed and are recycling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       

 

 

 

 

 

HUGS 

It's wonderous what a hug can do, 

A hug can cheer you when you're blue 

A hug can say, 'I love you so', 

or, 'Gee! I hate to see you go' 

A hug is, 'Welcome back again'. 

and 'Great to see you'! or Where've you been'? 

 

A hug can soothe a small child's pain 

And bring a rainbow after rain. 

The hug! There's just no doubt about it, 

We scarcely could survive without it. 

A hug delights and warms and charms, 

It must be why God gave us arms.. 

 

Hugs are great for fathers and mothers, 

Sweet for sisters, as well for brothers, 

and chances are some favorite aunts 

love them more than potted plants. 

Kittens crave them.  Puppies love them. 

Heads of state are not above them. 

 

A hug can break the language barrier. 

No need to fret about, the store of 'em. 

The more you give, the more there are of 'em. 

So stretch those arms without delay, 

And give someone a hug today. 

                              

 Contributed by Shirley Rutherford 
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 When We Were Young…My Life, So Far 
 

Mary Begin, who is Sunday School Administrator, thought these stories would be an ideal 

way of introducing the Simidu children to the folks at Tsawwassen United Church.  She offers 

the following explanation: 

 

The Sunday School lessons told about baby Jesus: in a manger, going to temple for blessing, 

and fleeing Egypt.  There was information about what his life would have been like in his 

village and about his visit to the temple at 12.  I asked the children to ask their parents about 

their baby stories and to do a picture about how they would have looked as a baby. 
 

 

Their stories and pictures are below, copied verbatim for the newsletter.   

 

 
My name is Thomas Minoru Simidu and I was born on November 16, 2015 in Surrey, BC.  My Mom says I 

was a cute, chubby baby and I loved to be close to my twin sister, Alice, and play peek a boo with my big 

sister, Beatrice.  When I was almost one year old, we moved to Tsawwassen and since then we’ve been living 

there.  I didn’t have much hair until I became a toddler and my first baby tooth came out when I was 6 months 

old.  My parents told me that I was named after my grandfather who went to the Lord a couple of weeks 

before I was born; he was an extremely kind, intelligent, godly man with many gifts and I hope when I grow 

up I become a bit like him. 

This is me when I was a baby. 
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My name is: Alice Mayumi Simidu and I was born in November 16, 2015 in Surrey, BC.   

I was a sweet little baby with curly hair and a cute smile.  Mom told me that I loved to dance,  

so whenever I hear music I start to 

moving, clap hands and smile.   

When I was almost one year old 

we moved to Tsawwassen and 

since then we’ve been living there.   

I had a beautiful curly hair and my 

first baby tooth came out when I 

was almost 6 months old.  My 

parents told me that I was eager to 

learn how to talk at a very young 

age (at 5 months) and I could 

mimic words that they taught me 

quite well.  I also loved to sing.  I 

tried to imitate the “queen of the 

night” aria (from Mozart’s Magic 

Flute) every time I hear it and my 

parents say it was hilarious. 

This is me when I was a baby. 

 

 

 

 

My name is Mina Simidu. I was born in Vancouver at St. Paul’s Hospital, April 24, 2012.  In my first year I 

went to Brazil twice, then we moved 

to Australia and stayed there for a 

year. When I was a baby I had a lot 

of long, dark hair. I got my first 

tooth at six months. I learned to 

walk at eleven months.  
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World Day of Prayer, March 5, 2021 

 

Through the worship service we hear the voices of the Vanuatu women, whom 

invite us to focus on the Bible story in Matthew 7:24-27. Jesus tells a story 

about the kingdom of heaven using the image of a house and the land on which 

the house is built. Choosing the land on which to build the house is an 

important decision for people in Vanuatu. The combination of considering the 

terrain and the climate is crucial in a tropical archipelago located in the South 

Pacific Ocean prone to earthquakes, cyclones, volcanic eruptions and rising 

sea levels. On April 6th, 2020, Vanuatu was hit by Cyclone Harold, which had 

made its way across the Pacific destroying many islands in its wake. 

 

Vanuatu's susceptibility to cyclones is highlighted in the painting chosen to 

represent WDP 2021, titled “Cyclone Pam II: 13th of March, 2015”. It shows a 

mother bending and praying over her child. The waves crash over her but a 

palm tree bends protectively over them. The woman's skirt is modeled after the 

traditional clothing on Erromango. On the horizon you can see small crosses 

representing the lives taken by cyclone Pam in 2015.  

 

The artist, Juliette Pita, born in 1964 on Erromango Island, is currently the most well-known artist in 

Vanuatu. Her talent was discovered early on. At school she was always the best in art classes. She was the first 

woman to graduate from the Institut National de Technologie du Vanuatu (INTV). Juliette never imagined 

making money from her art but she believed God had plans for her. She gives all the money she earns to 

anyone who needs help.  

The Republic of Vanuatu was founded on its traditional values, Christian principles, and the people’s faith in 

God as established in the Constitution of 1980, upon gaining independence on July 30, 1980. Vanuatu is a 

beautiful country of many islands and people of many ethnic groups and languages. The islands have black 

and white sandy beaches and beautiful coral reefs with tropical colored fishes. The forests are full of lovely 

birds, flora and fauna, and spectacular cascades. 

 

The inhabitants of Vanuatu are known as Ni-Vanuatu. Most are of Melanesian descent with a Polynesian 

minority on the outlying islands. 

 

Vanuatu is a Y-shaped tropical archipelago located in the Southt Pacific Ocean with over eighty islands, sixty-

five of which are inhabited. The islands are prone to natural disasters including earthquakes, cyclones and 

volcanic eruptions. There are seven active volcanoes scattered throughout the islands.  

 

Land is very important to the Ni-Vanuatu and a crucial resource for production. Land is thought to be the 

precondition of human culture; the human inhabitants merge with the earth in some sense. Land is not viewed 

as a thing to be owned but as vital to the existence of humans and animals in sustaining their livelihood. 

 

 

 

 
 

WORD FOR THE DAY 

Perhaps the most important thing we bring to another person is 

the silence in us, not the sort of silence that is filled with 

unspoken criticism or hard withdrawal. The sort of silence that 

is a place of refuge, of rest, of acceptance of someone as they 

are. We are all hungry for this other silence.   
                                                                             RACHEL NAOMI REMEN 
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Do Not Worry 
Matthew 6:25-34  New Revised Standard Version 

25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink,[a] or about your 

body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of 

the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not 

of more value than they? 27 And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life?[b] 28 And 

why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor 

spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes 

the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe 

you—you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or 

‘What will we wear?’ 32 For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father 

knows that you need all these things. 33 But strive first for the kingdom of God[c] and his[d] righteousness, and 

all these things will be given to you as well. 34 “So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring 

worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Rev. Andrew Roddan is photographed circa 1932, after 

having created the soup kitchen during the great 

depression, which still operates today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you, “Coldest Night” supporters!  

The Prak Pacers & Friends thank you for your 

donations. Prak Pacers made $4,000.00 for First 

United Mission, a portion of the total for Coldest 

Night event making $81,780, with 25 teams, 149 

walkers, and 1,073 donors. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6:25-34,Luke+12:22-32&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23308a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6:25-34,Luke+12:22-32&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23310b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6:25-34,Luke+12:22-32&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23316c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6:25-34,Luke+12:22-32&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23316d
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The Passion 
 

This is the hour. 

The hour of blinded eyes, 

The hour of the thing not understood the hour of truth 

unrecognised. 

This is the hour. 

The hour of the closed mind, 

When the ignorant turn on the wise 

And the crowd cries out for blood, 

The hour of fear and hate, the hour when the irrational 

triumphs. 

This is the hour. 

The hour of doom, when the pillars of the earth fall, 

And the Prince of this world is judged. 

This is the hour. 

Poised between time and eternity, 

The image of hours endlessly repeated, 

The hour of betrayal, the hour of rejection. 

 

Unthinkingly, unfeelingly, 

The soldiers nailed Him to a cross, 

He uttered no curse, no taunt, no judgement. 

Only from His twisted lips there came a prayer, 

An incredible prayer, reversing all values: 

 

‘Father, forgive them; they   know   not   what   they   do.’ 

 

If this were all, it was enough indeed; 

The Holy One rejected, tortured, slain, 

Alas, it is not all; His wounds still bleed, 

And every day He is crucified again. 

We are Thine executioners.  It is we 

Who, blind or wanton, pierce Thy flesh anew. 

And bind Thee to Thy cross eternally. 

O Christ forgive; we know not what we do. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, Who for the redemption of the world 

didst ascend the wood of the Cross, that Thou mightiest 

enlighten the whole world which lay in darkness; pour that 

light, we pray Thee, into our souls and bodies, whereby we 

may be enabled to attain to the light eternal.      Amen. 
 

Contributed by M. Schoeffel 
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First day of spring, 2021 – Saturday, March 20 
 

 

 

 

 

                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

The Vernal Equinox 
Spring has sprung, the grass is riz, 
I wonder where the boidies is. 
 
The boid is on the wing. 
 
But that’s absoid 
From what I hoid  
The wing is on the boid! 

    

Celebrate this beautiful season when the landscape is full of new life bursting at the seams.  March 20th marks 

the first day of spring and, lately, we have enjoyed wonderful, warm sunshine, trees bursting with buds, and 

beautiful flowers in bloom on lawns, in gardens, containers and even little corners where unexpected bulbs 

have survived the winter.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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THANK GOD ON EARTH DAY, APRIL 22 
 

 

We celebrate Earth Day on Thursday April 22nd this year. Last month we 

began a series of 10 Ways to Thank God on Earth Day.  We have many 

reasons to thank God, so take some time, this year, on Earth Day, to 

thank God for creation.  In February we prayed for Flowers, Falling 

Leaves and Beaver Dams.  In March our thanks and prayers are for Sand, 

Mountains, and Carnivores. You may not realise just how necessary 

these are for our ability to live and breathe on this planet.  In March we 

thank God and pray for Sand, Mountains, and Carnivores. 

 

 

4.  Thank God for Sand 

There are about as many grains of sand on Earth as there are stars in the 

universe.  Sand is essential for maintaining the texture and moisture 

retention of terrestrial soils that advanced plants require.  Though Earth 

did not start out with sand or silicates, God’s hand is evident in shaping 

Earth’s formation and history to ensure that the planet continuously 

possesses just-right geophysical processes operating at just-right rates, 

times, and places to create an abundance of sand.  

 

 

5.  Thank God for Mountains 

The diversity and diet breadth of herbivores is significantly higher in mountainous tropical rainforests than it 

is in flat lowland tropical rainforests.  One of the miracles of planet Earth is that its interior is so marvelously 

designed that it can sustain powerful mountain building activity for several billion years.  And these 

mountains play a crucial role in enhancing species diversity in rainforests. 

 

 

6.  Thank God for Carnivores  

Predators deserve human protection and care, not so much because they are cute or because they make 

endearing and loyal pets, but because they do so much to support all the rest of Earth’s life.  Carnivores appear 

to be optimally designed to maximally benefit the health and population levels of the herbivores they prey 

upon by selectively weeding out the sick and the dying.  Such ubiquitous optimal designs displayed across all 

species of predators are clear evidence of the handiwork of a supernatural, super-intelligent, and super-

beneficent Creator. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Waterford Residence members:   Your activity director, Brenda, is 

preparing a time for you all to participate each week with our 

YouTube Sunday morning worship service. So glad to have you with 

us! Please watch for the announcement! See you “on line”.  
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THE BACK PAGE 
 

 

We hope you have enjoyed this March 2021 issue of The Voice of Tsawwassen United Church. 

 

March is a busy month, marking not only Daylight Savings Time (jumped ahead one hour), but Down 

Syndrome Awareness Day on the 21st, Palm Sunday on March 28th, and, since we won’t be publishing until 

mid-April, we remind you that April 4th is Easter Sunday. We are asked to wear blue and yellow socks on 

March 21st, acknowledging Down Syndrome.   

 

Just below is a picture of a bouquet of crocuses that grew shaped that way.  Frances Sutherland and Mary 

Jackson showed this to us one sunny afternoon and I had never seen anything like it.  The bulbs weren’t 

planted in any particular order but they have been in the ground for several years and just came up that way.  

Mother Nature sure creates wondrous spectacles for us to behold! 

 

With Dr. Henry allowing groups of 10 to gather outside and, in the hope this will continue through to Easter 

(April 4th), I am proposing that we hold a Sunrise Service (or two) outside on the church lawn.  We are 

currently in conversations regarding this and you will be notified later by the weekly TUC information email.  

The recommended protocols will be followed if we decide to move ahead with this service Easter Sunday 

morning.   

 

We trust you have enjoyed the delightful stories and drawings by the Simidu children submitted by Mary 

Begin.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Voice Newsletter was produced by Lynne Meinert and the layout by Laurie Prak. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed articles and pictures for this Edition.  

 

 


