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Dear TUC Friends! 

This is my first Spring at Tsawwassen United Church and the first time I have seen the trees in front of the Church in 

full bloom and all the shrubs and flowers blossoming forth. God must be very busy at this time of year and so God 

invented gardeners! We take a moment to thank all those who lovingly care for the TUC gardens, including the 

Memorial and Community Gardens. 

 

The Memorial Garden was also looking lovely early on Easter morning when ten TUC folks processed there for the 

Sunrise Service. You will find details in this issue, but I just wanted to thank Lynne Meinert for all the work that went 

into planning and leading the service – our first outdoor “in person” worship since the start of the pandemic. Even 

though we were behind facemasks, physically distanced, and wrapped up against a cold wind, it felt good to be back 

together in communal worship. Unfortunately, as we know, the risks of infection have been increasing in recent weeks 

and it looks as if it will still be quite a while before we are allowed back into the Sanctuary for worship – those of us 

involved in the worship recording each week are getting a bit tired of seeing all those empty pews! 

 

Meanwhile, we have been making greater use of Zoom for TUC group meetings and fellowship and if you need any 

assistance in getting connected to Zoom or would like some coaching, please do reach out to Laurie in the Church 

Office! The AGM in March went smoothly on Zoom and all the Streamlined Board meetings, Brown Bag Lunches, 

Wednesday morning prayers and other TUC groups are now meeting on Zoom. We have just started using Zoom for an 

11 a.m. Coffee Hour each Sunday and it’s been good to see each other and, for me, getting to meet some of you for the 

first time. We would prefer to be together in person but, for now, we’re finding that Zoom is one way to stay connected. 

 

Well into the second year of the pandemic, with new infections close to all-time highs, it’s easy to feel discouraged and 

wonder if things will ever get better – I have those days too! The good news for all is that the vaccination program is 

now proceeding rapidly and each person vaccinated is one less person at risk of either receiving or spreading the virus. 

We see light on the horizon and, while we wait for better times, we look for continuing inspiration from Scripture. I read 

this verse last week and wanted to share it with you as we move through the Easter season. It’s from Paul’s letter to the 

Romans –  

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by 

the power of the Holy Spirit.” (Rom. 15:13) 

May we all continue to live in hope,  

knowing that God is always with us, 

 particularly in challenging times.  

Be well, see you at Coffee Hour and with many blessings, 

 

Philip 

P.S. I spoke earlier this week with Rev. Dan and was so 

pleased to hear that he is making good progress with the 

recovery and is now walking without a cane.  

We send him our very best wishes! 

 
Philip Francis 

Pastoral Supply Minister 

Email: philipfrancisTUC@gmail.com 

Cell: (604) 889-8416 

Office: (604) 943-2911 

mailto:philipfrancisTUC@gmail.com
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Supervised Ministry Education 
 

Did you know? 

 

TUC was recently designated a Supervised Ministry Education Learning Site. This means our church can 

provide support for a ministry candidate to “develop and deepen a competence for ministry leadership’.  

 

This is important because… 

 

Our very own Philip Francis who is currently leading our faith community while Rev. Dan is on medical 

leave, is an approved candidate for Supervised Ministry Education. He is in the final stage of the long process 

towards ordination in the United Church and while his SME will last a year, he will spend the first part of it 

with us at TUC. 

 

What is our role as a congregation? 

 

TUC is required to form a Lay Supervision Team (LST) to support Philip in developing learning goals while 

he is with us and to provide feedback and evaluation on his progress in meeting those goals. The TUC 

Streamlined Board appointed the following people to form this team:  Heather Lapper (Convenor), Jan 

McLaurin, Ellen Womersley and Jim Ormesher. This team has already held their first virtual meeting. They 

were joined by Rev. Brenda Fawkes, Office of Vocation Minister for the Pacific Mountain Region  

and Rev. Wendy Bily, Minister Emerita of Ladner United Church, who is acting as Philip’s educational 

supervisor. 

 

How can we support this important ministry? 

 

This is considered a time of learning for all of us. It is intended that all members of the congregation will 

participate in Philip’s learning journey while he is with us. Philip has told us that he would welcome hearing 

your suggestions on any aspect of ministry. Members of the LST would appreciate hearing from you as well. 

It is important that we hold Philip in our thoughts at this time of discernment on his future as a ministry leader 

and that we come together to make his time with us as meaningful as possible. 

 

Please consider being part of this process. We invite you to contact us by email with your questions, 

suggestions, and feedback. 

 

Heather Lapper:       heather2582xs@gmail.com 

  

Jan McLaurin:          dmclaurin@telus.net 

  

Ellen Womersley:      ellenmwom@hotmail.com 

  

Jim Ormesher:           ormesherj@hotmail.com  

  

 Philip Francis:           philipfrancistuc@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

mailto:heather2582xs@gmail.com
mailto:dmclaurin@telus.net
mailto:ellenmwom@hotmail.com
mailto:philipfrancistuc@gmail.com
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In Memory Of… 

We are still accepting “special” flowers for our communion 

table, during our taping of the You Tube service. Currently 

Wednesday afternoon or Thursday afternoon. Please contact 

the office if you want to participate.  

(These flowers were placed recently with loving memories of 

Captain Tom and Captain Ian Jackson, thank you Agnes.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recently, two friends re-united outside the 

Waterford residence.  Joan Morris and Ethel 

Armitage were able to have a chat when Joan’s 

daughter, Ann, brought her from White Rock so 

they could have a visit. (Picture shared by Joan’s 

daughter, Ann MacDonald) 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy 

95th 

Birthday Ellen Weitzel !   (April 24th)  
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How To Plant Your Garden 

First, you come to the garden alone, while the dew is still on the roses. 

 

FOR THE GARDEN OF YOUR DAILY LIVING , 

PLANT THREE ROWS OF PEAS : 

1. Peace of mind 

2. Peace of heart 

3. Peace of soul 

 

PLANT FOUR ROWS OF SQUASH: 

1. Squash gossip 

2. Squash indifference 

3. Squash grumbling 

4. Squash selfishness 

 

PLANT FOUR ROWS OF LETTUCE: 

1. Lettuce be faithful 

2. Lettuce be kind 

3. Lettuce be patient 

4. Lettuce really love one another 

 

NO GARDEN IS WITHOUT TURNIPS: 

1. Turnip for meetings 

2. Turnip for service 

3. Turnip to help one another 

 

TO CONCLUDE OUR GARDEN WE MUST HAVE THYME: 

1. Thyme for each other 

2. Thyme for family 

3. Thyme for friends 

WATER FREELY WITH PATIENCE AND CULTIVATE WITH LOVE.  

THERE IS MUCH FRUIT IN YOUR GARDENYOU REAP WHAT YOU SOW. 
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In our February edition of this newsletter we introduced ways of  

thanking God for His creation on Earth Day. 

 

 

Here are the last four: 

 

Thank God for Whales 

Evolutionary models prove that, of all animals, whales manifest the highest 

probability for rapid extinction and the lowest probability for evolutionary advance.  

Yet whales have the greatest, not lowest, number of “transitions” in the fossil 

record.  And these fossils provide evidence that God created and designed life, 

rather than simply permitting natural processes to evolve them. I believe that all 

these “transitional forms for whales show up in the fossil record because God was using these transitions to 

enhance ocean biomass and to alter Earth’s atmosphere so as to compensate for the brightening Sun.  Plus, 

God likes whales.  Knowing their propensity for rapid extinction, He kept on making new ones. 

 

Thank God for Icy Greenland 

Did you know that if it were not for Greenland and all its ice, we couldn’t be here?  In Earth’s history, 

Greenland’s change in location and elevation resulted in temperatures cold enough to sustain long-term 

glaciation.  Today, Greenland’s ice sheet covers 81 percent of its land area.  All of this ice reflects away more 

of the Sun’s heat and light, thereby helping to cool the planet. 

 

Thank God for Hungry Hippos 

Hippos remain so well hidden in Africa’s rivers and lakes that boaters, swimmers, and people doing laundry 

often don’t realize they have invaded hippo territory until it is too late.  It seems God purposely made these 

giant mammals sensitive to overheating and sunburn so that they would feed at night on land and spend much 

of their daylight time in water, thus allowing appropriate amounts of nutrients to be transported from the land 

to lakes and rivers. 

 

Thank God for Trees and Responsible Lumbering 

Because of their great height and mass, trees remove huge quantities of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere.  

And second-growth forests (areas that have been logged, replanted and allowed to re-grow) exhibit a rate of 

carbon sequestration up to twenty times greater than what virgin forests manifest.  It seems that Earth and all 

Earth’s life have been created by God who loves and cares for all his creatures, and provides humans with all 

the resources they need to launch and sustain the civilization needed for billions of people to hear and respond 

to the gospel. 

 

Food for thought:  What will you do to thank God on Earth Day, on April 22nd, 2021?  

 
       Quoted from an article written by Dr. Hugh Ross in April 2016 

 

Thank you to all who donated – 

our total for Backpack Buddies  
donations is $1,435.00 ! 
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Easter Sunrise Worship Service 
 

 

 

 

At 7:30 a.m. on April 4th, a small gathering at 

Tsawwassen United Church celebrated the 

resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ outside on the 

church lawn.  Although not permitted to share the 

rituals of bread and ‘wine,’ the symbols were on the 

table with flatbread and grape juice.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Supply Minister, Philip Francis, presided over the 

service and stories from scripture were read in the long-

held tradition of the United Church of Canada.  Hymns 

were joyously sung by Carol Lahti as this year’s service 

took on a “pandemic-driven” format.  Our small 

gathering could not exceed 10 and we followed the 

protocols in other instances also.  Still, it did not affect 

the joy of Easter morning and all it means to Christians. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Those present processed with a large cross into the Memorial Garden where the story of Jesus’ resurrection 

was read from the Holy Bible (John 20: 1-9).  
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How Old Is Grandpa? 
 

One evening a grandson was talking to his grandfather about current 

events. 

 

The grandson asked his grandfather what he thought about the 

shootings at schools, the computer age, and just things in general.  

 

The Grandfather replied, "Well, let me think a minute, I was born before:  

' television  

' penicillin  

' polio shots  

' frozen foods  

' Xerox  

' contact lenses  

' Frisbees and  

' the pill  

 

There were no:  

' credit cards  

' laser beams or  

' ball-point pens  

 

Man had not invented :  

' pantyhose  

' air conditioners  

' dishwashers  

' clothes dryers  

' and the clothes were hung out to dry in the fresh air and  

' space travel was only in Flash Gordon books.  

 

Your Grandmother and I got married first,...     and then lived together..  

 

Every family had a father and a mother. Until I was 25, I called every woman older than me, "mam". 

And after I turned 25, I still called policemen - and every man - with a title, "Sir".  

 

We were before gay-rights, computer-dating, dual careers, daycare centers, and group therapy.  

 

Our lives were governed by the Bible, good judgment, and common sense. We were taught to know the 

difference between right and wrong and to stand up and take responsibility for our actions.  

 

Serving your country was a privilege; living in this country was a bigger privilege... We thought fast 

food was eating half a biscuit while running to catch the school bus.  

 

Having a meaningful relationship meant getting along with your cousins.  

 

 



Newsletter 8 

 

 

Time-sharing meant time the family spent together in the evenings and weekends - not purchasing 

condominiums.  

 

We never heard of FM radios, tape decks, CDs, electric typewriters, yogurt, or guys wearing earrings.  

 

We listened to Big Bands, Jack Benny, and speeches on our radios.  

 

The term 'making out' referred to how you did on your school exam....  

 

Pizza Hut, McDonald's, and instant coffee were unheard of.  

 

We had 5 & 10-cent stores where you could actually buy things for 5 and 10 cents. Ice-cream cones, 

phone calls, rides on a streetcar, and a Pepsi were all a nickel. And if you didn't want to splurge, you 

could spend your nickel on enough stamps to mail 1 letter and 2 postcards.  

 

You could buy a new Ford Coupe for $600, but who could afford one? Too bad, because gas was 11 

cents a gallon.  

 

In my day:  

' "grass" was mowed,  

' "coke" was a cold drink,  

' "pot" was something your mother cooked in and  

' "rock music" was your grandmother's lullaby.  

' "Aids" were helpers in the Principal's office,  

' "chip" meant a piece of wood,  

' "hardware" was found in a hardware store and  

' "software" wasn't even a word. 

 

How old do you think I am? 

 

I bet you have this old man in mind...you are in for a shock!  

 

Read on to see -- pretty scary if you think about it and pretty sad at the same time .  

 

Are you ready ?????                               This man would be 76 years old today.(2021)  

 

 

GIVES YOU SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT...  

PASS THIS ON TO THE OLD ONES, The younger generation would not understand.  
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Obituaries 
 
 

 

The Duke of Edinburgh 
 
We keep Queen Elizabeth II and the Royal Family in our prayers during  

this time of mourning the loss of her husband of 73 years, Prince Philip,  
who died at age 99 on April 9, 2021. 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

ANTHONY WILKINSON 
 September 4, 1930 - January 9, 2021 

 Anthony (Tony) Wilkinson passed peacefully from this life on January 9, at 

his home in South Delta, B.C., surrounded by his beloved wife Sylvia and 

family, ending a full and accomplished life as a leader in higher education 

administration. The son of Stanley and Beatrice Wilkinson of Birkenhead, 

England, Tony earned his Bachelor's degree at the University of Liverpool, 

after which he worked in the education branch of the Royal Air Force. He 

immigrated to Canada in 1957, settling in Toronto where he completed a 

Masters' degree at the University of Toronto. Specialized in urban geography, 

he joined the teaching staff at Toronto's Ryerson Technical College, now 

Ryerson University, quickly rising from lecturer to department chairman, then 

dean, vice-president (Academic Affairs), and acting president. In 1981, he was 

appointed the first president of Kwantlen College in greater Vancouver, where 

he led its transformation into what is now Kwantlen Polytechnic University. In 1987, he was named president 

of Lambton College in Sarnia, Ontario, and remained there until his retirement in 1995. He was an 

exceptionally talented educational administrator who devoted his energy and leadership skills to successfully 

scaling up technical colleges to polytechnic universities able to respond to students' and employers' demands 

for more varied and sophisticated curricula that prepared graduates for a rapidly-changing, diversified and 

complex economy. Tony participated in competitive swimming and water polo at university, as well as rugby, 

which he played in England and later for the Toronto Saracens in the 1950s and 60s. His love of travel was 

encouraged by frequent invitations to speak at educational conferences in North America and overseas, and 

was sustained in retirement when he and Sylvia enjoyed many cruises and road trips, while also living in 

Mexico, Nova Scotia and B.C. He was a lively, well-read and well-informed conversationalist who enjoyed 

spirited debate with his many friends, who included fellow educators, social scientists, politicians and 

journalists. He is survived and deeply missed by his wife of 56 years, Sylvia; daughters, Amanda of Toronto, 

and Kimberly (Bob) of South Delta; grandchildren, Brenna, Griffin, Ceilidh and Kiahra; and his brother, John 

(Ann) of Durham, England. A service will be held in Toronto, after the pandemic.  

 

 Sent by Sylvia from the Globe and Mail obituary, January 23, 2021  
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UP 

 

This two-letter word in English has more meanings than any other two-letter word, and that word is 

'UP.'  It is listed in the dictionary as an [adv.], [prep.], [adj.], [n] or [v]. 

 

It's easy to understand UP, meaning toward the sky or at the top of the list, but when we awaken in the 

morning, why do we wake UP?  
 

At a meeting, why does a topic come UP?  Why do we speak UP, and why are the officers UP for 

election and why is it UP to the secretary to write UP a report?  We call UP our friends, brighten UP a 

room, polish UP the silver, warm UP the leftovers and clean UP the kitchen.  We lock UP the house and 

fix UP the old car.  
 

At other times, this little word has a special meaning.  People stir UP trouble, line UP for tickets, work 

UP an appetite, and think UP excuses. 

 

To be dressed is one thing but to be dressed UP is special.  
 

And this UP is confusing:  A drain must be opened UP because it is stopped UP. 
 

We open UP a store in the morning but we close it UP at night.  We seem to be pretty mixed UP about 

UP!   
 

To be knowledgeable about the proper uses of UP, look UP the word UP in the dictionary.  In a desk-

sized dictionary, it takes UP almost 1/4 of the page and can add UP to about thirty definitions.  
 

If you are UP to it, you might try building UP a list of the many ways UP is used.  It will take UP a lot of 

your time, but if you don't give UP, you may wind UP with a hundred or more.   
 

When it threatens to rain, we say it is clouding UP.  When the sun comes out, we say it is clearing 

UP.  When it rains, the earth soaks UP the water.  When it does not rain for awhile, things dry UP.  One 

could go on and on, but I'll wrap it UP, for now . . . my time is UP!  
 
 
                                                                                                                             Contributed by Mary Main 

 

This Voice Newsletter was produced by Lynne Meinert and the layout by Laurie Prak. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed articles and pictures for this Edition.  

 

 


