
Greeting to all Members, Friends and Neighbors of Tsawwassen United Church. 

Today’s thoughts, as we approach the weekend, lead us to celebrate Father’s day as an annual 

recognition of  one of the many ways we give thanks. 

As we are now in the season of the Spirit, following Pentecost, we are reminded of the way the Spirit 

works in us and through us to be the best we can be. Of course, we know, that is a flawed process as we 

humans trip over our best intentions. So it is by the sustaining and grace filled Spirit of God that we are 

able to recognize the gifts we have been given to use for Kingdom purposes. 

As father’s, there is a hope and desire to be Christ-like in the way we care for, provide for and prepare 

the way for our following generations. When we are inline with God’s guidance through the Spirit we 

have much to be thankful for in watching our children and eventually grand-children grow is faith and 

developing their own capacities to be a blessing in this tumultuous world. 

Our faith also teaches us that even in the challenges we are not alone. God’s Spirit is always present,  

forgiving and restoring our heart, mind and soul so that we may return our focus on the things of God. 

So along with the socks or new neck ties, a heart felt expression of gratitude goes a long way to lift the 

heart and spirit of our Fathers. 

My Friday email message was the beginning of this sermon for us today and ended with; “Blessings on 

the coming week, and hold strong to the encouragement of Scripture in Philippians 4: 6-7; “Do not be 

anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 

requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your heart and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

That’s what Psalm 8 does for us today and each time we pause to read it. It focuses us on God’s Majesty 

and Our place in the Father’s creation. I like to refer to is as Awe and Wonder. 

The older I get and the faster that the New Year seems to pop up on the calendar, the more I think 

about, “What is the significance of my life?” Life is so uncertain that none of us knows whether this will 

be our last day on this planet, much less our last year. And even if we live a long life, it all goes by so 

quickly. So I think we should often ask ourselves, “What have I accomplished of any lasting value in light 

of eternity?” And, “If the Lord gives me ten or fifteen more years of health and strength, what should I 

seek to accomplish?” 

There is a little plaque, a wall hanging that reads, “Only one life, ’twill soon be past, only what’s done for 

Christ will last.” That little couplet states it well. The significance of our lives can only be measured in the 

light of our relationship with God through Jesus Christ. As we seek to live in light of God’s purpose for 

our lives, we will know where we fit into His plan and our lives will take on the significance that God 

intended. 

Psalm 8 explores the theme of God’s majestic splendor and our puny insignificance by way of 

comparison. And yet at the same time, God has created us in His image and graciously crowned us with 

glory and majesty. He has assigned us the role of ruling over His creation. All of these thoughts should 

lead us, as the psalm both begins and ends (Ps. 8:1, 9), to declare in worship, “O Lord, our Lord, how 

majestic is Your name in all the earth!” 

Derek Kidner (Psalms 1-72 [IVP], pp. 65-66) comments, “This psalm is an unsurpassed example of what a 

hymn should be, celebrating as it does the glory and grace of God, rehearsing who He is and what He 

has done, and relating us and our world to Him; all with a masterly economy of words, and in a spirit of 

mingled joy and awe….”. We sang The 1st verse in this way to begin Our Worship. 



The range of thought takes us not only “above the heavens” (1) and back to the beginning (3, 6-8) but, 

as the New Testament points out, on to the very end. 

1. Worship the Lord because His name is majestic in all the earth (8:1, 2). 

THE LORD HAS DISPLAYED HIS MAJESTY IN ALL THE EARTH AND IN THE SPLENDOR OF THE HEAVENS 

(8:1). 

When we consider God’s majesty as seen in all the earth, I could cite enough examples to keep you here 

all day. There is enough evidence for the Creator in the human body alone to convince anyone willing to 

think about it that we are not the product of random chance over a long period of time. 

And yet supposedly intelligent scientists see all of this and then attribute it to “nature” or random 

chance! Sir Isaac Newton had an exact replica of our solar system made in miniature. At its center was a 

large golden ball representing the sun. Revolving around it were small spheres representing the planets, 

attached at the ends of rods of varying lengths. They were all geared together by cogs and belts to make 

them move around the sun in harmony. 

One day as Newton was studying the model, a friend who did not believe in the biblical account of 

creation stopped by. Marveling at the device and watching as Newton made the heavenly bodies move 

in their orbits, the man exclaimed, “My, Newton, what an exquisite thing! Who made it for you?” 

Without looking up, Newton replied, “Nobody.” “Nobody?” his friend asked. “That’s right! I said nobody! 

All of these balls and cogs and belts and gears just happened to come together and wonder of wonders, 

by chance they began revolving in their set orbits and with perfect timing!” His unbelieving friend got 

the message! (From “Our Daily Bread,” 1977.) But Newton’s model was nothing compared to the 

vastness and complexity of the universe! Truly, God has displayed His splendor above the heavens! 

2. Worship the Lord because although we are puny and insignificant, He has graciously crowned us with 

glory and majesty (8:3-8). 

David looked up into the vastness of the night sky and saw the moon and the stars, the work of God’s 

fingers. He has somehow set them all in their appointed places and orbits. Then David thinks of how 

small he is and marvels (8:4), “What is man that You take thought of him, and the son of man that You 

care for him?”  

Years ago, there was a famous explorer named William Beebe. He was a good friend of President 

Theodore Roosevelt. Often when he visited the President at Sagamore Hill, the two men would go 

outdoors at night to see who could first locate the Andromeda galaxy. Then, as they gazed at the tiny 

smudge of distant starlight, one of them would recite, “That is the spiral galaxy of Andromeda. It s as 

large as our Milky Way. It is one of a hundred million galaxies. It is 750,000 light years away. It consists 

of 100 billion suns, each larger than our sun.” Then Roosevelt would grin and say, “Now I think we are 

small enough! Let’s go to bed.” (7,700 Illustrations, Paul Tan [Assurance Publishers], #2213.) 

YET IN SPITE OF OUR INSIGNIFICANCE, GOD HAS CROWNED US WITH GLORY AND MAJESTY AND 

ASSIGNED US TO RULE OVER HIS CREATION (8:5-8). 

David could have said that we were made just a little higher than the other animals, but instead, he says 

that we were made a little lower than God to reflect the wonder that we are created in His image. As H. 

C. Leupold states, “Nowhere is man’s dignity asserted more clearly and boldly than in this passage. But 

we again remind the reader that the reference is to man before the fall” (Exposition of Psalms [Baker], p. 

104). 

PSALM 8 IS ULTIMATELY FULFILLED IN JESUS CHRIST, WHO RESTORES WHAT ADAM LOST. 



 

So David tells us to worship the Lord because although we are puny and insignificant, He has graciously 

thought of us and cared for us. Although we marred God’s image through sin, God, the Father, has 

restored it in Jesus Christ. In Him, we are again crowned with glory and majesty. Thus, 

David comes full circle and closes the wreath of praise: “O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in 

all the earth!”  


