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--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

May 29, 2022: 7th Sunday of Easter 
Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation. 

Those who are able are invited to stand for the Hymns 
 

PRELUDE:  ‘Three Part Invention No. 6’      by J. S. Bach 
 

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE LIFE AND WORK OF THE CHURCH 
Canticle of Invitation: “O Lord, hear my prayer” A Taize Song 

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer. When I Call, answer me. 
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer. Come and listen to me. 
 

The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: All my hope comes from God. 
The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: God, the wellspring of life. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
Let every creature in heaven and on earth shout to God and sing with joy! 
Blessing and honour, glory and power be to our God for ever and ever!  
Let us raise our prayers and praises to God in worship this day! 
Blessing and honour, glory and power be to our God for ever and ever! 
Amen. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE:   “Rejoice, the Lord is King”      VU 213 
1 Rejoice the Lord is King! Your risen Lord adore! 
 Rejoice, give thanks and sing and triumph evermore. 
     (R)Lift up your heart, lift up your voice: rejoice; again I say, rejoice! 
 

2 Jesus the Saviour reigns, the God of truth and love; 
 when he had purged our sins, he took his seat above.  R 
 

3 God's kingdom cannot fail; Christ rules o'er earth and heaven; 
 the keys of death and hell are to our Jesus given.  R 
 

4 Rejoice in glorious hope, for Christ, the judge, shall come 
 to glorify the saints for their eternal home. 

We soon shall hear the archangel's voice; the trump of God shall 
sound, rejoice! 

PRAYERS OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION:  
God of glory and majesty, God of mystery and mercy, 
in Christ Jesus you came to live among us, sharing in our joys and sorrows.  
After he suffered and died for our sake, you raised him and took him up in 
glory so that he might fulfill all things. 
As our ascended Lord, he gives hope to your people in all places, in every 
generation and every situation.  
So, we claim that hope this day, for ourselves and for the world you love, 
offering you our praise and worship in the name of Jesus Christ, who now 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

You desire us to share in the unity and be one as you are Three in One. 
We confess that such unity often eludes us. 
We dwell on our differences and find reasons to criticize each other. 
The love you called us to offer one another disappears when we disagree. 
Forgive us for making our opinions and preferences into dividing lines 
within the body of your Church.   
Call us again to honour the unity and love you cherish for your followers 
so we may witness to unity and love in this divided world. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON: 
Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ – 
and Christ died for us; Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ 
prays for us. Believe the good news of the gospel. In Jesus Christ, we are 
forgiven and given a ministry of reconciliation for his sake. 

 

HYMN OF INVITATION:  “In Christ There is no East or West”     VU 606 
1 In Christ there is no east or west, in him no south or north, 
 but one great family of love throughout the whole wide earth. 
 

2 In him shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
 his service is the golden cord close binding humankind. 
 

3 Join hands, then, people of the faith, whate'er your race may be; 
 all children of the living God are surely kin to me. 
 

4          In Christ now meet both east and west, in him meet south and north; 
 all Christ-like souls are one in him throughout the whole wide earth. 
 
CELEBRATING THE SPIRITUAL PRACTICE OF GENEROSITY 

Though the Easter season draws to a close today, we continue to enjoy the 
blessings God pours out for us in Christ and in creation. Let us give thanks to 
God for these blessings as we present our offering in Jesus’ holy name. 

 
 

“Nourishing an Inspiring Home  
for  

Spiritual Growth  
in 

Christ’s Love.” 
 Through: Worship, Music, Care, Fellowship, Prayer, Study, Service & Outreach 



PRAYER OF DEDICATION:  
Eternal God, we praise you that Christ has ascended to rule in love at your 
right hand, while the Holy Spirit continues the work of salvation 
throughout your creation.  
We offer our gifts and our lives in gratitude for that work, and dedicate 
them to your purposes in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURE READING:    Acts 1: 1 – 11 

 

   To Theophilus, the lover of God. I write to you again, my dear friend, to give 
you further details about the life of our Lord Jesus and all the things that he 
did and taught. Just before he ascended into heaven, Jesus left instructions 
through the Holy Spirit for the apostles he had chosen.  

After the sufferings of his cross, Jesus appeared alive many times to these 
same apostles over a forty-day period, proving to them with many convincing 
signs that he had been resurrected. During these encounters, he taught them 
the truths of God’s kingdom.  

Jesus instructed them, “Don’t leave Jerusalem, but wait here until you receive 
the gift I told you about, the gift the Father has promised. For John baptized 
you in water, but in a few days from now you will be baptized in the Holy 
Spirit!”  

Every time they were gathered together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is it now the 
time for you to free Israel and restore our kingdom?”  

He answered, “The Father is the one who sets the fixed dates and the times of 
their fulfillment. You are not permitted to know the timing of all that he has 
prepared by his own authority.  

But I promise you this—the Holy Spirit will come upon you, and you will be 
seized with power. You will be my messengers to Jerusalem, throughout Judea, 
the distant provinces—even to the remotest places on earth!”  

Right after Jesus spoke those words, the disciples saw him being lifted into the 
sky, and disappearing into a cloud! As they stared into the sky, watching Jesus 
ascend, two men in white robes suddenly appeared beside them. They told the 
startled disciples, “Galileans, why are you staring up into the sky? Jesus has 
been taken from you into heaven, but he will come back in the same way that 
you saw him ascend.”              

This is the witness of God’s people. Thanks be to God. 
 

REFLECTION:     To the Lovers of God 

MUSICAL OFFERING: “Let the Church Rejoice”       Joseph M. Martin 
 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 

Faithful God, We give you thanks for your steadfast love that provides 
courage and comfort for your people in every challenging time. 
Continue to surprise us with your grace, O God, and breathe your Spirit 
upon your church once more, to draw us together in worship and witness. 
Renew our faith so that we may serve you with courage and creativity, 
offering the hope we know in Christ Jesus to this struggling world. 
 

God of peace, thank you for sending Jesus into the world, to reconcile the 
world to you through the forgiveness of our sins. 
May the fruits of the reconciliation and peace he offers continue to work in 
places of hatred and hostility.  
Today we name before you the places on our minds and hearts these days, 
and relationships in need of your reconciling grace: 
 

 (Inviting people to speak out names or concerns. 
 Offer situations of conflict or crisis in the recent news.) 
 

O God, do not let us be resigned to injustice or indifference.  
Inspire us to build renewed relationships in these days of deepening 
divisions.  
 

God of fellowship, we pray for our church and our community. 
Renew our life together as we gather again socially as the pandemic shifts 
around us. Inspire our congregation with a fresh vision for our ministry. 
Comfort those who mourn the loss of dear ones, and support those who are 
sick, and those recovering from setbacks or failure. 
Give strength to people who are worn out or discouraged and calm the 
anxiety or anger that can keep us apart. 
Bless and encourage any who are struggling in their faith, and guide those 
with questions to your truth. 
 

God who calls us into our future, we pray for students who will be 
graduating this year, filled with anticipation and uncertainty about the 
future. Guide their choices. 
We remember the graduates from our theological colleges.  
May they always remember that you called them into ministry, and that you 
will provide them with the wisdom, strength and grace needed to live out 
their calling in ever-changing contexts. 
 

Faithful God, By your Spirit, fill us with the faith and courage to do the work  
Jesus commissioned his followers to undertake wherever he leads us. 
For we are bold to pray together the words he taught us, saying … 
 

The Lords Prayer (Spoken)     
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 



against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for 
thine is the Kingdom and the Power and the Glory, forever and ever. 
AMEN! 

 

HYMN OF IMPLEMENTATION: Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”     VU 481 
1) Sent forth by God's blessing, our true faith confessing, 
  the people of God from this dwelling take leave. 
  The supper is ended, O now be extended 
  the fruits of this service in all who believe. 
  The seed of Christ's teaching, receptive souls reaching, 
  shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
  God's grace did invite us, God's love shall unite us 
  to work for the kingdom and answer its call. 
 

2) With praise and thanksgiving to God ever living, 
  the tasks of our everyday life we will face. 
  Our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring, 
  embracing God's children of each tribe and race. 
  With your feast you feed us, with your light now lead us; 
  unite us as one in this life that we share. 
  Then may all the living with praise and thanksgiving 
  give honour to Christ and the name that we bear. 
 
BENEDICTION:  
 Draw us forth, God of all creation. Draw us forward and away from limited 

certainty into the immense world of your love. Give us the capacity to even 
for a moment taste the richness of the feast you give us. Give us the peace 
to live with uncertainty, with questions, with doubts. Help us to experience 
the resurrection anew with open wonder and an increasing ability to see you 
in the people of Easter. Amen. 

POSTLUDE:   “Saviour Like a Shepherd Lead Us”    by Robert W. Thygerson 


